DOGS AUSTRALIA
INTRODUCTION OF A TRICK DOG CHAMPION TITLE
MEMBER BODY SUBMISSIONS

SUMMARY:
Submissions from each relevant Member Body.
Any changes required for Trick Dog Tests Qualifying Certificates.
Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – use current Dogs Australia Champion Certificate or create a new one.
Consequential Changes required to Rule 4.2 Trick Dog Titles - 4.2.1 (table) and 4.2.3 (new section (e) inserted.
Member Body administration to be informed on criteria/requirements for applications for the title.

DOGS A.C.T
‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves additional passes gaining twelve (12) points in total.  Qualifications scoring 93 points to 95.9 points earn one (1) point and qualifications scoring 96 points to 100 points earn two (2) points.  The total of twelve (12) points must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges.  These qualifications must be achieved through the Advanced Class.

(Consequential changes to the tables in Rules 4.1 and 4.2 will be required.)

RATIONALE:
ACT, after reviewing score statistics, felt that 93 points provided a sufficient but achievable challenge to support the continued development of the sport.  Proving a sliding scale of points allows for recognition of high performing teams, who might complete a dog’s title with 6 qualifying certificates, while still providing a pathway for consistent teams who make minor mistakes.
It also allow for future progression, and the potential introduction of a Grand Champion at the next rules review.

Trick Dog Champion Title Certificate – should be the same certificate which is presently being used for the Champion Title in all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – No changes required.


DOGS NEW SOUTH WALES
‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves ten (10) qualifications scoring 95 points and above.

The total of ten (10) qualifying scores must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges.  The qualifying scores must be achieved through the Advanced Class. Only qualifying scores achieved after 1st January 2027 will be eligible.
RATIONALE:
Trick Dog Champion is the pinnacle of a well-deserved number of performances in the Advanced Class for a well-trained dog competiting at Trick Dog Trials. To achieve a “Champion” qualification the standard of performance must be at the highest level.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – The certificate remains the same that is in use at the moment, as no Rule change is permitted.

CONSEQUENTIAL CHANGE: 
 4.1 Requirement to insert table as below:    

	Class
	Starter
	Novice
	Intermediate
	Advanced
	Champion

	Number of tricks for which qualifying score must be achieved
	6

	8 

	8 

	10
	10 


	Minimum total score 
	45
	60
	65 
	85
	95




DOGS QUEENSLAND
‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves additional passes gaining twelve (12) points in total.  Qualifications scoring 93 points to 95.9 points earn one (1) point and qualifications scoring 96 points to 100 points earn two (2) points.  The total of twelve (12) points must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges.  These qualifications must be achieved through the Advanced Class.

(Consequential changes to the tables in Rules 4.1 and 4.2 will be required.)

RATIONALE:
Queensland is happy to support the submission from the ACT.  It is felt that this is a more flexible method of determining a Trick Dog Champion.  It rewards those dogs which are consistently high achievers whilst also supporting those dogs who perform in a steady and consistent way.  It also accommodates those dogs which may occasionally, for whatever reason, have a small error on the day.  As we all know strange things may happen at any time which can affect a dog through no fault of its own.

It is also important to remember that the number of events offered in each State varies considerably and any title must be achievable within all States and within a dog’s working life.  Under the proposed point system, an excellent worker can achieve the Championship Title in as few as six very strong performances. 

The premise behind Trick Dog Tests was to create a sport which was fun to do while being more flexible in its requirements than some of the more stringent disciplines.  We need to keep to that premise even though a new higher title is proposed.

We also need to look to the future as we know that a Grand Champion Title will also be introduced at some point.  This points system would easily accommodate that.  A point system would easily accommodate that via the adoption of higher cutoffs for earning 1 point and 2 points.

Trick Dog Champion Title Certificate – should be the same certificate which is presently being used for the Champion Title in all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – No changes required.


DOGS SOUTH AUSTRALIA - SUBMISSION 1
‘TK.CH’ signifying Trick Dog Test Champion.
The Member body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Test Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves eight (8) additional passes of 90 points or more.
The eight (8) passes for the TK.CH. Title must be gained under at least three (3) different judges and achieved through the Advanced Class and must be achieved after 1 January 2027, or the date this title is announced, whichever is the earlier.

DOGS SOUTH AUSTRALIA – SUBMISSION 2
‘TK.CH’ signifying Trick Dog Test Champion.
The Member body will receive applications for the title of Trick dog Test Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves ten (10) additional passes of 90 points or more.
The ten (10) passes for the TK.CH. Title must be gained under at least three (3) different judges and achieved through the Advanced Class and must be achieved after 1 January 2027, or the date this title is announced, whichever is the earlier.

RATIONALE:
South Australia believes that the TK.CH must be introduced to ensure that competitors remain in the discipline and that it must be a title that is achievable. South Australia therefore believes that a score of 90 and above sets the required degree of difficulty for the title be achieved within the life of the dog, noting that this is only available once the dog has achieved the Advanced title and  the score is set well above that required for a pass in the Advanced class. 

South Australia also believes this allows sufficient room for the introduction of a Grand Champion title at a future date. South Australia believes that the criterion should be set from a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 10 to ensure that the dog is consistently performing at the level worthy of a champion title. South Australia also believes that these passes should be achieved under 3 different judges.

South Australia believes that the operative date for passes should be after 1 January 2027, that being the date it is proposed to amend the rules to enable the champion title, or, in the alternative the date later this year when the ANKC announce the criteria for the title. South Australia does not support competitors being allowed to count passes achieved before that date. We do not support retrospectively counting passes achieved and believe all passes for this title should occur in the future.

Trick Dog Test Champion Title – should be that used currently for all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Test Certificate – no change required.


DOGS TASMANIA – SUBMISSION 1
‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  

The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves 10 additional passes of 92 points or more.  

The total of 10 passes must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges and achieved through the Advanced class.

This title is to be implemented immediately upon ANKC approval, with qualifying scores recognised from that date forward.

RATIONALE:
Tasmania considered that 10 passes at a score of 92 or above provides a meaningful challenge while still allowing room for a future Grand Champion tier at a higher benchmark. 

Trick Dog Champion Title Certificate 
Utilize the current Champion title being used in all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – No changes required.

DOGS TASMANIA - SUBMISSION 2
‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  

The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves 10 additional passes of 92 points or more.  

The total of 10 passes must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges and achieved through the Advanced class.

Qualifying passes that meet the above criteria and were obtained during 2026 and within the preceding twelve (12) months may be included toward applications for this title.

RATIONALE:
Tasmania considered that 10 passes at a score of 92 or above provides a meaningful challenge while still allowing room for a future Grand Champion tier at a higher benchmark. Tasmania also has access to a significantly smaller number of trials without incurring substantial travel costs. Allowing retrospective eligibility provides fair recognition for dogs that have already met the required standard despite the limited availability of trial opportunities.

Trick Dog Champion Title Certificate 
Utilize the current Champion title being used in all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – No changes required.


DOGS VICTORIA – SUBMISSION 1
‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  

The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves 10 additional passes of 90 points or more.  

The total of 10 passes must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges and achieved through the Advanced class.

RATIONALE:
Victoria considered that 10 passes at a score of 90 or above was achievable and allowed room for a Grand Champion to be introduced in the future. 

Trick Dog Champion Title Certificate 
Utilize the current Champion title being used in all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – No changes required.

DOGS VICTORIA – SUBMISSION 2  

‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  

The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves 10 additional passes of 95 points or more.  

The total of 10 passes must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges and achieved through the Advanced class.

RATIONALE:
Victoria considered that 10 passes at a score of 95 or more was achievable and allowed room for a Grand Champion to be introduced in the future. 

Trick Dog Champion Title Certificate 
Utilize the current Champion title being used in all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – No changes required.

DOGS WESTERN AUSTRALIA
‘TK.CH.’ signifying Trick Dog Champion.  The Member Body will receive applications for the title of Trick Dog Champion (TK.CH) in connection with, and in the name of, each dog who has gained the title of Trick Dog Advanced (TKA) and thereafter achieves ten (10) qualifications scoring 94 points and above.
The total of ten (10) qualifiers must be gained under at least three (3) different Judges.  These qualifications must be achieved through the Advanced Class.
Date of eligibility is 1st January 2027

RATIONALE:
Western Australia is happy to support the submission of a Trick Dog Champion.  It rewards  dogs that are consistently high achievers and takes the sport up one level.  

Trick Dog Champion Title Certificate –the same certificate which is presently being used for the Champion Title in all Dogs Australia disciplines.

Trick Dog Qualification Certificate – No changes required. 

CONSEQUENTIAL CHANGES:
 4.1 Requirement to insert table as below

	Class
	Starter
	Novice
	Intermediate
	Advanced
	Champion

	Number of tricks for which qualifying score must be achieved
	6

	8 

	8 

	10
	10 


	Minimum total score 
	45
	60
	65 

	85
	94 



4.2	Trick Dog titles
4.2.1	The following is a summary of the requirements for titles in each class.  Only the highest Trick Dog title in each class awarded to the dog will be used in connection with the name of the dog. 
	Class
	Starter
	Novice
	Intermediate
	Advanced
	Champion

	Title
	TK.S
	TK.N
	TK.I
	TK.A
	TK.CH

	Number of certificates
	3
	5
	6
	8
	10

	Minimum number of Judges
	2
	2
	2
	3
	3



This table will also need to be changed to include champion.




